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REMARKS 

Claims 1-28 and 30 are pending in the application- Independent claims 1, 12, 15, 25, 28, 
and 30 have been amended herein- Favorable reconsideration of the application, as amended, is 
respectfully requested, 

L REJECTIONS OF CLAIMS 1-28 AND 30 UNDER 35 U.S.C. S 103 

Claims 1-28 and 30 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,052,375 (**Bass") in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,463,620 ("Sriram"). Applicants 
believe that all pending claims are allowable for at least the following reasons. Withdrawal of 
the rej ections is respectfiilly requested. 

The claimed invention relates to apparatus/methods for controlling data flow through a 
network using a plurality of time-based queues. Independent claim 1 requires, inter alia, that 
"each time-based queue is set to dequeue all of its contents at a separate time, every time that a 
specified increment of time elapses" Other independent claims 12, 15, 25, 28, and 30 require 
recitations similar to those of independent claim 1. Support for the amendments is found at, for 
example, page 2, line 21 - page 3, line 2; page 5, line 24 - page 6, line 10; and page 7, lines 12-20 
of the present specification. No new matter has been introduced by the amendments. 

None of the cited references teach or suggest the above-identified claimed feature, i.e., 
each time-based queue is set to dequeue all of its contents « . ♦ every time that a specified 
increment of time elapses, In the current action, the Sriram patent is cited as presenting a system 
in which a queue is set to dequeue all of its contents at a particular time. Sriram Figure 7 (item 
68) and column 9, lines 33-36 are cited for this. The relevant description in Sriram reads as 
follows: 

. . * block 68 causes a predetermined number of cells to be 
extracted from the zth queue and transmitted on the output link 28. 
(mt^ih where T f is the time slice allocated to queue i and t is the 
cell transmission time.) If there are less than m £ cells in the rth 
queue then cells are extracted and transmitted until the ith queue is 
empty. When m f cells have been transmitted or the rth queue has 
been emptied, the index i is incremented by one in block 68 



Thus, the cited portion of the Sriram patent does not suggest that a queue is set to 
dequeue all of its contents every time that a specified increment of time elapses. As described by 
Sriram* xxxj cells are extracted unless there are fewer than mi cells, in which case the queue is 
emptied. Therefore, in the Sriram system, extracting all the contents of the queue does not 
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happen every time that a specified increment of time elapses as claimed. Accordingly, Sriram 
cannot be said to suggest the claimed invention* 

The Office Action cited column 5, line 65 - column 6, line 3 of the Bass patent as 
describing a time-based queue. However, Applicants respectfully submit that the cited portion 
fails to teach the above-identified claimed feature. The Bass patent describes that the DMA 
channel services all the high priority queues first, followed by all the low priority queues 
(column 5, line 65 - column 6, line 3). A careful review of the cited section indicate that this 
description is not relevant to the claimed invention because it does not explain how much content 
is dequeued and when such content is dequeued from either the high or low priority queues. 
Rather, the Bass patent merely shows a category-based order in which queues in one category are 
treated differently from other queues in another category. It does not suggest in any way, either 
explicitly or implicitly, dequeuing all of the contents of a queue every time that a specified 
increment of time elapses P as claimed. Therefore, the Bass patent fails to cure the deficiencies of 
the Sriram patent. 

For at least the reasons set forth above, the invention defined in independent claims 1, 12, 
15, 25, 28, and 30, and their dependent claims is believed to be patentable over the cited art. 
Withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully requested. 

HI. CONCLUSION 

Applicants believe that all pending claims axe in condition for allowance, and respectfully 
request a Notice of Allowance at an early date. If the Examiner has any continuing concerns 
about patentability of the claimed invention* he is encouraged to telephone the undersigned at 
510-663-1100, ext 245. 



Respectfully submitted, 

BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS, LLP 




Haxuo Yawata 

limited Recognition under 37 CFR § 10.9(b) 



P.O. Box 70250 
Oakland, CA 94612-0250 
510-663-1100, ext. 245 
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BEF ORE T HE OFFICE OF ENROLLMENT AND DISCIPLINE 
UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

LIMITED RECOGNITION UNDER 37 CFBL § 10*9(b) 

Mr* Haruo Yawata is hereby given limited recognition under 37 CFR § 1 0. 9(b) as an employee of 
Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP to prepare and prosecute patent applications wherein the patent 
applicant is the client of Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP, and the attorney or agent of record in the 
applications is a registered practitioner who is a member of Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP. This 
limited recognition shall expire on the date appearing below, or when whichever of the following 
events first occurs prior to the date appearing below: (I) Mr. Haruo Yawata ceases to lawfully reside 
in the United States, (ii) Mr. Haruo Yawata's employment with Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP 
ceases or is terminated, or (iii) Mr. Haruo Yawata ceases to remain or reside in the United States on 
an H-l visa. 

This document constitutes proof of such recognition* The original of this document is on file in the 
Office of Enrollment and Discipline of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 



Expires: January 2, 2007 





Harry L Moatz 
Director of Enrollment and Discipline 
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